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come up on Saturday." It was then Thursday afternoon.
It was a right decision, he had only just met them that
day and he did not want to be in their way, or cramp
their style.
It had a tragic sequel. It is easy to be wise afterwards, but
I can still remember that the shelling that afternoon, when we
visited various, Brigade H.Q. in front of Ypres, was much
heavier than usual. It was really a preliminary bombard-
ment. Mercer and Williams were up in the line about 3 a.m.
next morning, 3rd June, 1916, when the attack on Mt. Sorrel
developed. Mercer and some of his Staff were killed;
Williams was seriously wounded and taken prisoner; the
Germans captured Mt. Sorrel. If General Byng had said
" Yes*', as I expected, instead of "No", I shouldnot be writing
this story. Mt. Sorrel was a very important and command-
ing position in front of Ypres. It dominated our defences,
and in German hands it was a serious menace to the defence
of the Ypres Salient. It was essential to recover it.
A few days afterwards, at Abeele, General Byng told me
that I had been selected as M.G.G.S. Second Army to General
Plumer. I had never even given a thought to such a thing, but
when General Plumer visited the Canadian Corps H.Q. next
day I naturally thanked him for his kindness in selecting me;
whereupon he replied, as quick as lightning: "I won't have
you at-all unless you get Mt. Sorrel back!" We got it back.
At the time, Sir Douglas Haig, as he then was, was prepar-
ing for an advance down south and could ill afford to send any
reinforcements to us in the north. One 6-in. howitzer
brigade was, indeed, all we got. Very careful preparations,
however, were made for the hill to be retaken by the Can-
adians themselves, aided by this howitzer brigade, and jthe
main task was entrusted to Major-General Lipsett. ,           ' -.
Early on the morning of 13 th June, 1916, the attack was
launched and was a complete success. In my opinion it was
the most brilliant bit of work done by the Canadians in the